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Assessment of a disclosure received by the Inspector against the criteria in the Public 
Interest Disclosures Act 1994  

Public Interest Disclosures Act Criteria Comments 

1 Is the reporter of the disclosure a public official?  Yes 

 No 

 Anonymous 

If the reporter is not a public official, as defined in the 
PID Act the report is not a PID. 

If the reporter is anonymous, the content of the report 
may indicate that the reporter is a public official. In 
such circumstances it will be assumed that the reporter 
is a public official unless there is evidence to indicate 
that the reporter is not a public official. 

2 Is the report about the conduct of: 

 Independent Commission Against 
Corruption (ICAC) 

 An officer of the ICAC  

 An officer of the ICAC Inspector  

 Yes 

 No 

If pursuant to s15 of the PID Act, the Inspector receives 
a disclosure about a different public authority or public 
official (that is, an agency or person other than ICAC or 
an ICAC officer), the disclosure will be referred to the 
appropriate investigating or public authority under s25 
of the PID Act. 
 

3 Is the report about one of the categories of 
conduct in the PID Act? 

 Corrupt Conduct  

 Maladministration 

 Serious and substantial waste of public money 

 Yes 

 No 

 

If the report is not about one of the categories of 
conduct in s12C(1)(B) of the PID Act it is not a PID. 
Examples of such conduct include the following:  

Corrupt Conduct: 

 Improper use of knowledge, power or 
position for personal gain or the advantage of 
others 

 Acting dishonestly or fairly 

Pursuant to s11(2) of the PID Act, maladministration is 
conduct if it involves action or inaction of a serious 
nature that is:  

 Contrary to law 

 unreasonable, unjust, oppressive or 
improperly discriminatory  

 Based wholly or partly on improper motives  

4 Does the reporter honestly believe, on reasonable 
grounds that the information they have shows or 
tends to show corrupt conduct, maladministration 
or serious and substantial waste of public money? 

 Yes 

 No 

Assume the reporter has an honest belief unless there 
is evidence to the contrary. 

If another person, given the same conditions, would 
take the same viewpoint, that constitutes reasonable 
grounds. 

The reporter must be able to show or tend to show 
evidence of the alleged wrongdoing, i.e. they witnessed 
it or they have documentary or other evidence.  

5 Does the report primarily question the merits of 
government policy? 

 Yes 

 No 

If the report primarily questions the merits of 
government policy the report is not a PID. 

7 Is there substantial evidence indicating that the 
report was made solely or substantially with the 
motive of avoiding dismissal or other disciplinary 
action? 

 Yes 

 No 

If the report has been made solely or substantially with 
the motive of avoiding dismissal or other disciplinary 
action the report is not a PID. 

 

Note  

 The PID assessment is based on the content of the disclosure, not the outcome of any investigation. 

 A reporter does not have to explicitly indicate that they are making a PID or ask to be protected under the PID Act. 
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Assessment   

Based on this assessment, should the report be treated as a 
Public Interest Disclosure? 

 Yes      No      

 

If yes, was the PID made:  
 incidental to the performance of reporter’s day-to-day 

functions, 
 under a statutory or other legal obligation on the 

reporter, 
 otherwise. 

 
 

 
______________________________________ 

Signature of authorised OIICAC Officer  

Date: 

If yes, the following steps will be taken: 

 

 

If no, the following steps will be taken: 

 

Reasons for decision  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


